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OUR IMPACT

A Quick Look at the Numbers
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related to patron location and the materials checked out.



STRATEGIC PRIORITY 1

Reaching All Readers

Nothing like a great
book to get you all
settled in to rock and
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Really! Reading a comic
book is a great way to grab
the attention of a reluctant
reader. The Library joined
in on the FREE Comic Book
Day promotion to offer a
free Comic Book to every
interested young patron.

Spicing Up Your Learning
@the Library

How do you encourage reading in adults?
Well, you combine it with food to spice up
their lives and that’s all there is to it. Our
initial supply of 30 “Spice of the Month” bags
quickly increased to 50 as featured spices
gained popularity.

LIFELONG LEARNING

Readers Become Writers

There is no better place for aspiring authors to
meet than at the library. The Real Writers Group
has opened up opportunities for writers to
connect with published authors and work
together to critique and support each other’s
work.

Another Great
Summer of Reading

lb AWEQM@E &\ | Adult Readers
YOUR LIBRARY 162 adults stopped
s”b'“e“;‘fn's“fl::‘:’g’f;“m at the Libra ry for
. their
Summer Read
BINGO Card

SPICE OF THE| RECIPES WITH LAVENDER
M 0 NTH c LUB LEMON ANDLAVENDER GHICKEN

September Edition feat. Lavender

153

HONEY LAVENDER GUPGAKES.

LAVENDER HISTORY
Tracing back 2,500 years, lavender
has been utilized by many
civilizations. In ancient Egypt,
lavender was popular for
mummification. Lavender was also
reported as a cure for insomnia
and back pain in ancient Greece.

BOOKS FEATURING LAVENDER

« “Lavender morning® by Jude
Dev:

« “Lavender: 50 self-care recipes and
projects for natural wellness" by
Bon: Gillis

« “Lav e” by Donna Kauffman

« “living wreaths : 20 beautitul
projects for gifts and décor” by
Natalie Bernhisel Robinson

Don’t forget to tag us on social media! § @TBScottFreeLibrary 6 @tbscottlibrary merrill || T.B. Scott Free Library 106 W. 1st Street, Merrill, WI__ 715-536-7191
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TOTAL 527
471 Readers
Ages 0-11and
56 Teen Readers
enjoyed the
Library’s Summer
Reading
Adventures




STRATEGIC PRIORITY 2

AWARENESS

What We Do ...
Bringing It to You

The Community Baby Shower held at the Merrill
Enrichment Center was the perfect opportunity
for the library to highlight resources available to
parents in Lincoln County. In August, the Library
team attended Community Night Out, where free
books were given to young readers and puzzles
were handed out to puzzlers of all ages.

Community Read

In collaboration with the Merrill Active and
Aware Citizens organization, the Library
offered community members an opportunity
to discuss volunteerism and the benefits it can
bring to a community.

Community Collaboration

In an effort to highlight all of the resources available in the community, the
Library facilitates programming with community partners. In 2024, we
worked in tandem with the Friends of the Council Grounds. The Friends
provided funding for snowshoes that are available for checkout at the
library, which can then be used on the trails of the Council Grounds by
checking out one-day State Park Passes at the Library along with all of the
other Library material available for checkout. During the summer months
the Youth Services Department collaborated with the 4-H Club and
AmeriCorps to bring lots of Berry, Beary Fun and exciting programs to the
library facilitated by AmeriCorps student workers..



STRATEGIC PRIORITY 3
PROGRAMMING

IT'S NOT JUST FOR KIDS
ANYMORE!

The library continues to expand opportunities for
adults who just wanna have fun and demonstrate
their artistic abilities. The Peep House event was a
favorite!

YOUTH SERVICES. .. IT’S
LITERALLY ALL ABOUT
LITERACY FUN!

Whether it’s indoors or outdoors, the Library
always has something to do . . . either tinker on

your own or enjoy a bit of magic with your PERPETUAL PROGRAMMING

friends.

Programming takes on all forms at the Library.
L == T I Passive or perpetual programming has become quite
Mz = B0\ el ‘ popular. It provides opportunities for patrons to
<\ /" a enjoy an activity at the library that works with their
schedule. You will always find a Scavenger Hunt
somewhere in the library. Patrons jumped at the
chance to complete the most sought-after
Scavenger Hunt in 2024 ... the Leap Frog Scavenger
Hunt. In 2024, the Library began offering Notary
Public Service recognizing the need in the
community. It is a program service that is available

READ TO A DOG! | at all times during Library hours.

One of the library’s most
popular and satisfying
programs in  Youth
Services is, by far, “Read
to a Dog” It is always
guaranteed to have a
waiting list! It is quite
obvious that this pup was
enjoying it too!

VLEAP Day '
,1@\ Frog Hunt ‘3'

Go on a frog hunt around the ’\
library to find the answer ‘;
K to the riddle. |




STRATEGIC PRIORITY 4

It’s More Than Just the Books

The Library of Things collection continues to
expand; so much, that additional shelving units
were built in order to better display all the great
games, gadgets, tools, and more that can be
checked out from the library with a T.B. Scott

Free Lib t d.
ree Library patron car Pickleball Kit

Library STEM Collection
Expanded

It’s like being a kid in a candy store, when it comes
to adding interactive kits to the Youth Services
collection. Of course, we need our youngest
patrons to try some of these kits out. The Crunch
Lab event in 2024 demonstrated how important
it was for the library to expand the STEM
collection.

COLLECTIONS

Inclusive and Connected
Collection Development

Wonderbook
Chapter Books
are a great resource
for our emerging

middle grade patrons.
The audio component
is constructed into the

book itself.

Keeping
connected virtually
through the

expansion of the
library’s Hotspot
collection was made

patrons

possible through
grant funding.

Seed Library Collection

While a Seed Library may
seem like an odd item for a
library collection, it truly is
not. It provides patrons an
opportunity to enjoy the
outdoors as they tend to
their tiny little garden and
check out new titles about
gardening that are added to
the library’s book collection
as we continue to make
material availability grow.
The seeds offered for
checkout change every year.

SEED
4 LIBRARY
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STRATEGIC PRIORITY 5

T.B. SCOTT FREE LIBRARY
106 W. 1st STREET MERRILL, WI 54452

Space Needs Study Finale

In 2023 the Library hit “Restart” and began the
process of assessing the library and its space
and how those spaces were meeting the needs
of the community. Fast forward to 2024 and
the Library administration team presented a
proposal to renovate underutilized space in the
Youth Services Department to create an
activity room that would provide expanded
programming opportunities for the Youth
Services and Adult Services Departments.

Family Workspace

For parents with infants and toddlers, working
from home has great appeal. With that
decision, however a social disconnect often
results. Knowing that the library can provide a
comfortable work environment, it was
recognized that a designated work space would
benefit the library’s patron parents. With that
realization came the decision to invest in a
family work pod made possible through the
Library’s endowment fund.

FACILITIES

More Meeting Spaces Leads
to More Collaboration

Tuesday,
November 19
10:30am - 12pm

Memory e
Cate i g‘g

Celebrate Thanksgiving with us as we get to know each other,
and make a sweet treat turkey to take home.

Warm Up & Read

6‘.‘8 _BCOTT JREE (IBRARY  compassus )

Recognizing the
need for more
collaborative

workspace  and
meeting rooms, an
evaluation of the
library’s floor plan
on all levels took
place resulting in
designating under
utilized spaces
into dual function
spaces. This has
lead to increased
collaboration with
non-profits  like
the ADRC, which
resulted in the
creation of the
Library’s Memory
Cafe program.

In an effort to revitalize the historic Carnegie Wing
of the library, an investment was made to have an
electric fireplace insert placed into the wood
burning fireplace that was no longer functional
creating a warm and welcoming environment for

readers and puzzlers.
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LIBRARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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MIKE GEISLER
President - City Appointee |
AUDREY HUFTEL B area
Vice President - City Appointee tional and
DARCY DALSKY ces, T.B. Scott

Financial Secretary - City Appointee

\I
RYAN MARTINOVICI “ A
MAPS Representative “ nity and the
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KATIE BREITENMOSER literacy and
County Appointee t, encourages

ELIZABETH MCCRANK life-long
County Board Representative es free and

nects people

BARBARA ROTHLISBERG ideas, and
City Appointee .
nities
CHRIS GRUNENWALD
City Appointee
MARK WEIX

City Council Appointee

: FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

: Friends Purpose:

: e To support the T.B. Scott Free Library in developing its
facilities and services for the community.

¢ To encourage gifts and bequests to the Library.

e To stimulate support and use of the Library.

¢ To promote knowledge of the functions, services, resources

and needs of the Library.
¢ To enjoy the fellowship of Library friends.

i o) 2024 Fundrai
FALL BOOK SALE "2 raiser

Members Only Day
i

Photo credit:
Voss Studio

Join to shop early!!! |
Thursday, October 24 3:30- 6:00pm

e e Subsequent
e Fulfillment of

Funding Requests




